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TO FC

1. JThe purposeof this tr p report is to summarizethe highlightsof our tripto
Enewetakand JA during the period 3-8 Dec 78, and to insurethat requiredFCDXAfollow
up actionsare documented. This reportis a joint FCL-FCPeffort,with the tabs
addressingCoconutTree planting Alternatives;Demobilization;Early Resettlement;
Runit Cleanup;and closing Ceremoniespreparedby COL John Iiemler.

a. FCDSA personnelwhomade the trip includedGen Tate; COL Hemler,COL DiGrazia;
COL Peters;COL Sanches;and CFT Stecher. COL Petersand COL Sanchesdepartedin
late Novemberto provide additionaltime for initialorientationof COL Peters,and
to participatein/providefeedbackon preliminarypreparations/nteetingsfor scheduled
coconuttree plantingaltemutives discussionswith key personnel,includingthe
EnewetakCouncil. The remainderaccompaniedAdmiralMonroe and his party fromHawaii
to Enewetakand return. CUL Bauchspies,ComdrJTG,and Mr. Ted Nitchell,ChiefCounsel
NicronesianLegalService,also returnedfrom Enewetakwith AdmiralNonroe’sparty in
order to attend inflightmeetings. P’

b. Prior to the trip,ZCDR NcKee, Flag Lieutenant,HQ DNA, distributeda booklet
concerningthe trip [TABA). Of primaryinterestin the bookletare the itineraries
followedat Enewetakand J.4,and a list of the personnelwho traveledas a part of
AdmiralNonroe’sparty.

c. Anotherkey person,netlistedin the”~booklet,who participatedin various
meetings,briefings,and tours at Enewetakwas Mr. Joe Deal of DOE HQ. Mr. Deal had
proceededto Enewetakseveraldays prior to AdmiralNonroe’sparty to discuss,inter
1“CTla, coconuttreeplantingalternativeswith ?.lr.Ted Nitchelland the Enewetak

Council.

2. The briefingsat Enewetakon Monday,4 Dee, startedwith an update by JTG HQ on
cleanupoperations. The primary effortof the JTG during the past six monthshas
been soil cleaning. This has been highlysuccessful. The statusof Aomon; Enjebi;
Boken; Aomon Crypt;and Luj~ are summarizedin the JTG Fact Sheet at TAB B. Details
concerningsurfacecleanupof Enjebi are at TAB C. In addition,the Pace Crater~~ork
is 62% accomplished, and is scheduledfor completionby the end of CY78 (dependent
upon bulldozeravailability)~TABD). Soil cleanupassetsare also expectedto be
availablefor cleanupof a pxmtion of Runit. This subjectis addressedin more detail
later in this report.

a. Discussionsduringthe briefingincludeda questionconcerningthe appearance
of Enjebi--cioesit have “great gapingholes”? me reply was: “It is apparentthat
we have worked it over.” There was also some discussionconcerningSouth Runit,and
-whetheror not it might be under 40 pCi/gmnow.
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SUBJECT: Trip Report,Enewetakand JA, Dec 78

b. The Aomon CVPt magnetometersurveyresultswere brieflysummarized,to
includethe fact thatmetalwas detectedoutsidethe cryptboundaries. The core
samplingis progressingwell. Laboratoryanalysisresultsof the sampleshave not
been received,but I!@ recordingsso far have not exceeded400 pCi/gm. The depth
of the drillingshas rangedfrom 7-8 feet to 30 feet. A questionconcerningthe
Iayingof drain slabswas answeredto the effectthat the excavationconceptdoes
not requiredrain slabsuntil we reach the end of the cv~t. The excavatedsoil
will be placedwithin the cryptboundary.

c. The next briefingaddresseddebris removal. This was describedby LTC Prall
as a “real successstory.” Twenty-oneislandshave been turnedover since 20 Jun 78,
in additionto 14 islandswhich had been cleanedand acceptedprior to that time.
A total of 3S of the 40 islandshas been accepted. The goal is to remove all
debris“largerthan a man’shand.” The remainingislandsare Enjebi; Lojwa;Runit;
Idedren;and Enewetak. Data concerningthe currentstatusand expectedcompletion
dates of these fi~-eislandsis at TAB E. There was some discussionconcerningthe
amount of contaminatedversusuncontaminateddebrisas addressedin the OPLAN. A
summaryof how much debrisof each type which has been removedversus the amount
estimatedin the EnvironmentalImpactStatementis at TAB F. A questionwas &ked
concerningthe splitbetweenDOD and DOI on removalof noncontaminateddebris~ The
anstierwas that the MasterIndex is uses. It was also asked: ~!{~i~~you continue
removingdebris on Medrenwhile DOI is working?” Answer: “Yes,we have the LARCS.”
It was commentedthat the big issue in demobilizationis the availabilityof opportune
sealifts. During the sumary of the cleanupoperations,both soil and debrisremoval,
it was statedthat 31 of 40 islandswill meet 40 pCi/gmor less;4 islandswillmeet
80 pCi/gm or less;and the remainderwill ~eet the 160 pCi/gmcriteria. This was
an impressivesummarystatement,and vividly illustratedthe amount of work which
has been done and the progressmade. Two-thirdsof the soil has been hauledby
bulk-haul.

d. Rlr.Chuck Nelsonthen gave a short briefingon rehabilitationoperations. .
He said the peopIe can see the homes being built and are impressedand thankful.
The contractor,AIC, has 70 employees,of which 35 are Marshallese. They are
involvedin constructionof houses and the pier at Nedren. Thirty-onehomeswill
be built at l!edren;8 on Japtan;and 78 on Enewetak,for a total of 117 homes.
Medren and Japtan are expectedto be completedby May 79. In addition,coconut
nurserieshave been establishedat Enewetak (11,000seedlings)and Medren (19,000
seedlings]. Ujelanghas a nurseryfor 1100 breadfruits.

e. The briefingswere followedby a tour of Enewetak,Medren,and the SOUth-
west Islands,with a stop at Ikuren (Glenn). A visit to 84th EngineerBn mainte-
nance facilitiesrevealeda lot of deadlinedequipmentand eIicitedthe statement-
from CW3 Russelthat We need repair uarts.” The tour of Enewetakinclud~ a walk
throught!~e
progressin
underbrush,
engineering

honesunder constmc~ion,- The tour of Nedrenillustratedtremendous “
cleanupof that island. Ikurenwas heavilyovergrownwith treesand
which confi~ed that planting coconuts there would requirea major
effort.
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f. The scheduleddiscussionof coconutpluntingalternativeswas cancelled.
This is stillan unresolvedissueinvolvingnumerouscomplexfactors. It will be
addressedlater.

(1) The first briefingafter supperconcerneddemobilizationplans. The most
significantpart of that briefing/discussionwas that AdmiralMonroehad thought
that 15 April \iasthe “finaldate.” Instead,he learnedthatpersonnelwill be at
Enewetakuntil 1 Jun 80 with the rollupphase. After IS Apr 80, there will be no
DOD people on the atoll exceptfor one Field Commandrepresentativewho will stay
until 1 June. The H&N Base Camp will retain about 45 people,who will be gradually
phaseddown in number to zeroon 1 Jun 80.

(2) AdniralMonroe was concernedwith the cost of the rollupphase. This was
laterprovidedby COL Hemler as $450,000. Additionaldetailsare in TAB Q.

(3) The Director,DN.4,cautionedthat we must make surewe have enoughopportune
sealift. He wanted to make sure that cubic feet have been countedand everyitem
identifiedto go on each ship. He cominentedthat it took fouryears to get all
the equipmenthere, and he was concernedthat we will be able to get it allPoff.
A JTG Fact Sheet concerningDemobilizationPreparationsis at TAB G.

g* The update briefingon the Aomon Crypt revealedthat the core sampling
drillingis proceedingat about 70 linearfeet per day. This equatesto several
holesper day, dependentupon depth. A 45-ton crane with a 1.5 cubic foot clam-
shellwill performthe actualexcavation. (The clamshellis on the barge enroute
to Enewetak.) The JTG estimatesan excavationof 8000 cubicyardsif a “saucer”
shape is removed {the originaltidalpond), and about 16,000cubicyards if sheet-
pile containmentis used. It was indicatedthat personnelpresentat the time said
a witness [nicknamed“German”)said a clamshellwas used to do some diggingprior
to placing steel/debrisin the crypt. Additionaldata concerningthe current
statusof Aomon Crypt operationsis at TAB H.

h. The Boken/EnjebiSubsurfaceExcision/Cleanupbriefingindicatedthat 1406
cubicyards of subsurfacesoilmust be removedfrom Boken. There are threeareas
on Boken where subsurfacecontaminationexceeds160 pCi/gm. The excisionwill
take about two weeks, and will start the secondor thirdweek in December. On
Enjebi,a total of 1307 cubicyards of subsurfacecontaminationmust be removed.
It was scheduledto start 5 Dec 78. Additionaldata concerningsubsurfacecon-
taminationon Boken and Enjebiis at TAB I.

i. The main point of interestin the briefing/discussionof the EnjebiHilton
and other slab/wallcontaminationwas that the Master Indexcan be modifiedif
recommendedby the CJTG and coordinatedwith the TTPI representative.Admiral
Monroewants to be informedwhen actiontaken on foundationsis differentfrom
that specifiedin the Master Index. The EnjebiHilton contaminationwill be .
chippedto about 1/4” (about150 squareyards of surface)and coveredwith two
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feetof soil. It was also pointedout duringthis briefingthat any timethere
is a hint of bery~li~ cont~ination)the Directorwants to be notified. He also
wants it gil”enprioritytreatment” The air samplingfor berylliumprogramon
Enjebiis scheduledto startmid-Jan79. Additionaldata concerningberyllium
ai~ samplingis at TAB J.

j. CactusCrater Plans includeda discussionof thecraterdome,whichis
expectedto be 25 feet tall, with a radiusof 1S5 feet. Three bags of cement
cubicyard are being used in the tremieoperation,whereastwo bags of cement

per

per cubicyard will-beused in the soil-cementmixturewithinthe dome. Normal
concreteuses six bags of concreteper cubicyard. This led the Directorto ask:
llHol#long Wi]l the crater last?” Also, duringthe soil-cementoperation,theJTG
will need two disc harrows (one is a spare)and a power screed. The JTG prefers
that the c!isc harrowsbe purchasedin Ha\iaiiso they can get spareparts. With
about48,600bags of cement on the Decemberbarge,availabilityof cementdoes not
appearto be a problem. Additionaldata concerningthe currentstatusof cement
and attapulgiteas providedb}-the JTG J-4 is at TAB K.

3. Tuesday,5 Decemberwas devotedto a tour of Runit, Lojwa,Bijirc,Aown,
Enjebi,and Boken by the Directorand otherkey personnel. Sincetherewas tit
room for everyoneon the helicopters,COL Hemlerand I rode an LCN-Sto Lojwa.
From where we were able to visit theAomon Crypt; the Kickapooarea;and the pace
Crater. We also visited the maintenanceshop at Loj\ia and againreceivedinforma-
tion to the effect that the bottleneckin maintenancewas a lackof repairparts.

a. While at the Aomon Crypt,we receiveda briefingconcerningthe core”
drillingequipmentand operations. Also learnedthat the three personnelfrom
the Mobile EngineerDistrictare stillpersistingintheir desireto go homefor
Christmas. I explaineddirectlyto them why this was absolutelynot possible.
Everyday is criticalon the Aomon Cryptoperation. I will followthroughon
this problemdirectlywith the MobileEngineerDistrict.

b. From Lojwa we rode a BostonWhalerto interceptan LCU whichwas proceed-
ing from Enjebito Runit with a loadof contaminatedsoil. lfhileat Runitwe
visitedthe Cactus Crater. Was briefedby an Air Force EOn technicianconcerning
a potentialexplosivesafetyproblemwith old projectiles/mineswhich are sometimes
found in the contaminatedsoil transportedto Runit. Laterdiscussedit with the
Comdr,84th Engr Bn and the Comdr,JTG. All personnelat Runit are againbeing
instructedto stop any operationimmediatelyin which explosiveordnanceis
discovered,and call EOD. From Runitwe rode an LCM-8 to Enewetak.

c. The eveningof S Dec was devotedto a seriesof briefings/discussions.
The firstbriefingwas a Health Physicsupdate. The topicsdiscussedwereNuclear
RadiationSafety;Air SamplingPro==am;Lab Analysis;PersonnelAir Samples;
DosimetryProgram;and the UrinalysisProgram.
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(1) A question~as asked: “Havewe saved the fiIterpapers?” Answer:‘Wes--
every filter.”

[2) A discussiontookplace on urinalysis. It was noted that Brooke
urinalysisis taking3-4 months. A questionwas askedabout the possibilityof
going to a comercial firm to speed the process,for at leasta part of the
samples,if not all of them.

(3) The Directorindicatedhe would like to get a report”from Field Command
on urinalysisgoing back to 1977.

(4) There was also a discussionof the inconsistencyof protectiveclothing
worn by those workingon the tremieoperation,as observedby the Directorduring
his visit to R~nit. The JTG will correctthis inconsistency.

[5] JTG Fact SheetsconcerningRadiationSafety;High ExposureReadings;
Ati SamplerStatus;RadiationControlCommitteeActions;AdministrativeDosesfor
Personnel;and EnvironmentalBackgroundMeasurements,are at TAB L. .

d. The next briefingwas an OSHA/IndustrialSafetyupdate. It was poin$ed
out that the numberof work-relatedlost time accidentshas remained,low despite
a steady populationincreaseon the Atoll from ’77to ’78. The high numberof
accidentswhichonce took place near OperationSwitchtime have been leveledoff
and reduced. Safety trainingwas also discussed. Additionaldata concerning
the OSHA programat EnewetakAtoll is at TAB M.

e. The OSHA briefingwas followedby”a DOE Rad Lab presentationby ifr.Paul
Dunaway,ERSP Nanager. The briefingdid not get very far. He indicatedthat l~lping
on Medren has stopped,and that Medren is OK to buildhousesand live there.
Followingthat,AdmiralMonroe asked: ‘Why don’twe find out more about strontium ‘
and cesiurnon Enjebi?” The Admiralindicatedwe had moved a lot of soil from
Enjebi. AdmiralNonroe asked about analyzingsomecoconutson the NorthernIsIands.

(1] The abovequestiongenerateda long discussion,primarilybetween RogerRay
and Admiral}!onroe,whichdid not result in any firm commitmentsfrom DOE to provide
additionaldata as requested.

(2) Some of the pointsmade by Mr. Ray were that it isn’t that easy--moretime
is needed--heneeds to know more about what we want to know, and so on. He
indicatedthatwhile we may have taken about 20% of the cesiumoff of Enjebi,
“we have not made a significantchange.” He also indicatedthat the INP checks
for gamma rays from americiumand cesium. Strontiumis a beta emitter.

(3) Followingthe discussion,Mr. Dunawayaskedif the Admiralwould likea
copy of a handoutconcerningthe radiologicalconditionof the islands. That
handoutis at TAB N.
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4. T]le flightfroa Kwajaleinto JohnstonAtoll and JohnstonAtoll to Hawaiiwas
used for conferenceson a numberof subjects. The list of subjectsand attendees

distributedby FW (P) Pickl@rat ~~ajaleinis at TAB 0. Those subjects,ati the
Tabs which addresstheq in more detail,as preparedby COL Hemler,are listed
below. It was also indicatedthat the next trip to Enewetakby AdmiralMonroe
and his party will be 29 May 79.

a. CoconutTree PIantingAlternatives(T.4BP).

b. Demobilization [TABQ].

c. Early Resettlement (TABR].

d. Runit Cleanup (TABS).

e. ClosingCeremonies (TABT).

s. While at JohnstonIsland,at an eveningworkingsessionin the Point House,
thirteensubjectswere discussedas outlinedin the TalkingPapersat TAB U.,
The workingsessionwent rapidlyand smoothly,with all subjectscoveredin~bout
90 minutes,and with a minimumof controversy. Some highlights:
.

a. Environmentallaws apply to JohnstonIsla;d.

b. FCJ will submita Form 1391 thru channelsto obtainapprovalfor maintenance
of the airfieldas recommendedby the “A&field PavementEvaluation”of the Air
ForceCivil EngineeringCenter,TyndallAFB, Florida,dated 29 Sep 78. Thiswill
involveremovalof the top 2“ of the cold mill overlaidportionof the runway,
and applyinga very thin overlayto that portion. This projectwill undoubtedly
involvesubstantialfunding,and is beyond the approvalauthorityof JA and
probablybeyond the authorityof FCDNA. It will have to be processedthrough
channelsfor review and approval.

c. FCJ will submita plan to FCDlt4for dismantlingof the LE-1 LOX and Fuel
TrailerShelters,from *ich the contaminatedpaintis currentlypeeling.
Gen Tate directedthat FieldCommandcoordinatewith DOE/hWOwhen this FCJ
proposalis received.

....

d. Duringa discussionof DPDO sales,Gen Tate directedthat a letterbe
sent to BattleCreek confirmingthat there\iillbe no on-islandsale of equipment
at Enewetak(as verballyagreedto at the DemobilizationConference).”...

~. ..
2

i

e. Also while at JA, COL Hemler and I were able to observethe barge which
will carry suppliesto Enewetak. Saw the 1.S cubicyard clamshelland concrete. ;
Was told the sheetpile was on board, but couldnot see it. AISO visitedthe

$
LE-1 site to observethe peelingpaint.

..-
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6. h%ilcat Hawaii in the FCH ConferenceRoom, Gen Tate reviewedwith COL Bauchspies,
COL Hemler,and COL DiGraziathe eventsof the PacificTrip. He also reviewed
with COL Bauchspiesthe eVentSof the island tour on 5 Dec 78. COL Bauchspieswas
taskeddirectlywith a number of actions,such as insuringproperprotective
equipmentfor those workingon the tremieoperations;paintingIatri’ne
walls;and repairingleakingroofsat Lojwa. A summaryof FCDNA followupactions
required,with assignedstaff responsibilitiesare summarized-below:

a. Write a trip report. [FCL,assistedby FCP.)

b. Documentthe actionsrequiredon Runit. (Ifwe are able to clean halfof
Runit,it may take the edge off of any claim that there are some islandsno longer
in EnewetakAtoll.) (FCP,assistedby FCZ.) (See Tab S.)

c. Call Mobile EngineerDistrictto solve the problemof the workersthere
wantingChristbnasleave. (FCL).

Obtain Disc Ha~ows and a PowerScreed for Enewetak(FCLand FCC]. (Provide
fundd~iteto FCR; FCR will procurethe equipment.]

Write to DPDO to confirmthat there will be no on-islandsale of equfpment
at E~~wetak(FCL).

f. Determinewho is to pay for the IMP survey of JA (FCC,assistedby FCL and
FCP). NOTE: I informedGen Tate that we were operatingunderthe assumption
FCDNAwould have to pay for it.

g“ Find out who is responsibleto pa”;for the core-drillingequipmentat
Enewetak. Currentlyfundedby FCDNA. Roger Ray is againstDOE paying. So are
BruceChurchand Tommy NcCraw. Gen Tate’s guidance: We ought to keep trying.
Gen Tate is willing to send a letterto DOE (signedby AdniralMonroe or Gen Tate),
if we are certainit is DOE’s responsibility. (FCC,assistedby FCL, FCP, and FCZ}-

h. TelephoneBruce Churchto see what DOEIS intent is about buying the core-
drillingequipmentfor takingcore samplesafter backfill. (FCL).

i. NotifyAdm Monroe anytimethere is a hint of berylliumcontamination;
give it prioritytreatment. (FCRand FCZ).

j. Coord&natewith Scott Stege and inform FC with info to J+QDNA if there .
are changesin blasterIndex items. (FCR,coordinatedwith FCL).

k. Find out how long the CactusCraterwill last. [GenTate will ask
Gen Roush.) FO11OW it up with a message. InformAdm Monroe. (FCL,assisted
by FCZ).

1. Checkwith DOE concerningsolubIeversus insolubleplutoniumand
suburanics.The objectiveis to get a betterunderstandingof how transur=ics
and suburanicsfilter to the root structures. I believethis is tied in with
the subjectof possiblereductionof suburanicsbecauseof the removalof

7
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transuranics.(COL Sanchesis supposedto have drafteda queryon this subject
duringhis returntrip from Enewetak,as directedby Gen Tate.) (FCZ].

m. ProvideAdm Monroe a reporton urinalysisgoingback to 1977. Present
a briefingto Adm Monroe on all aspectsof HealthPhysicsin Jan 79. (FCZ,
assistedby FCL and FCP).

n. Determineif OEHL at BrookeAFB can do urinalysisfaster. Arrangeto go
to anotherlab if necessary. (GenTate will send a letterto the Commanderof
the lab.) (FCZ,in coordinationwith FCR and FCL).

o. Insurethat we have enoughbargesand opportunesealiftto retrograde
from Enewetakall the equipmentnecessary. (FCL).

P“ Look at boat requirementsand demobilizationplans to see if we can
delay the lastboats as much as possibleto supportcoconuttree planting. (FCL,
assistedby FCP and FCZ).

Preparefor an appropriateClosingCeremonyto be held between2-14Apr 80.
(FCP~”assistedby FCZ and coordinatedwith FCR). $

. r. Purchasetwo church bells (or otherappropriategifts]to presentone
each to the dri-EnelVetakand dri-Enjebi. Coordinatewith DOE/PASOconcerning
fundingwhich is to be providedfrom the excessfunds of the Pau Hana Club.
ObtainFC approvalof the gift, and approvalof an appropriateinscriptionon
each gift. (FCL,assistedby FCR, FCC, F@, and FCZ).

s. Send a letter to FC with debrisremovalestimates,with a COPY to the
Director,DNA. (FCR].

t. Get copiesof EGGG CalibrationRecords. Dr. Harris

u. Submita Form 1391 thru channelsto obtainapproval
the airfield. (FCJ).

Submita plan to FCDNA for dismantlingLE-1 LQX and
(FCJ:: Coordinatethe plan with DOE/XVO(FCL).

can help. (FCZ).

for maintenanceof

Fuel TrailerShelters

7. It was a worthwhile-andinformativetrip. It was most satisfyingto obsewe
the tremendousprogresswhich has been made in the EnewetakCleanup,and the
professionalmanagementactionson-goingat JA. It was also a pleasantexperience
to sensethe warm friendshipof the Marshalleseand theirpositivefeelings

8
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aboutthe cleanupand
rehabilitationeffortsunden;ay.

It was a disappointment

that the coconuttree plantingdecisionwas not made.
Hosever,AdmiralNonme

is detemined to pursue
the resolutionof that problemvigorously.

TABS A - u

CF:
FCP (3 cY)
FCZ
FCC
FCS
FCR
FCJ
FCH
FCLL
FCLS

&’if&!!!j3&’
Director,Logistics

. *

.

.

----

..
:.:

9

m
I. .........-..----------- --—-..--—. . ... .....


